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Tough Truths: The First Will Be Last; 

The Last Will Be First 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

August 21, 2022 

Welcome To Worship 

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you. 

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions. 

Service Notes For This Sunday 

When it comes to the difficult and uncomfortable topic of who goes to heaven 
and who goes to hell, it is natural to want to avoid the issue. One way we do that 
is to direct our attention to theoretical questions. “What is heaven like?” “How 
old will we be there?” Today, someone asks Jesus, “Lord, are only a few going to 
be saved?” Jesus brushes these questions aside. Instead, he answers the question 
we should be asking. Rather than talking about how many will be saved, Jesus 
explains how to be among the saved. What he teaches today through his Word 
is a hard truth. The doorway into heaven is narrow. Scripture consistently 
teaches that those individuals who are certain they will be first through that door 

are more likely to be last, if they make it through at all. Instead, the one who believes he is the 
last one God should let into his kingdom and that his only chance of getting in is through the 
grace of Christ will enter first. 

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 8 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.   
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The Service: Setting One 
 
Welcome 
 
 

Hymn 621 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 
 
Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 154 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy 
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Tune: Kevin Becker   Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and 
that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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Be seated 
 

First Reading Isaiah 66:18–24 

Some who seemed far away from God in this life will be among the first to enter eternal glory. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm of the Day 103A The LORD Is Kind and Merciful 
 The verses will alternate between pastors and congregation, as noted. 

 

 

 
  

Praise the LORD, / my soul; 
   all my inmost being, praise his / holy name— 
who forgives / all your sins 
   and heals all your dis- / eases, 
who redeems your life / from the pit 
   and crowns you with love and com- / passion, 
who satisfies your desires / with good things 
   so that your youth is renewed like the / eagle’s.    Refrain 
 

The LORD is compassionate and / gracious, 
   slow to anger, abound- / ing in love. 
He does not treat us as our / sins deserve 
   or repay us according to our in- / iquities. 
For as high as the heavens are a- / bove the earth, 
   so great is his love for those who / fear him; 
as far as the east is / from the west, 
   so far has he removed our transgressions / from us. 
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Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL. Tune & Setting: Paul Tate, alt. © 2013 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Second Reading Hebrews 12:18–24 

Being first in God’s eyes has nothing to do with the law, but everything to do with Jesus. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 13:29 
 Please join to sing the Alleluias. 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903 

 

Gospel Luke 13:22–30 

The last will be first and the first will be last. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 
 

Children's Message 
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Hymn of the Day 698 Seek Where You May to Find a Way 
 

Sermon Enter through the Narrow Door 
 
Stand 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,  of one 
being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he 
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.   He suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,     
who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
         
Be seated 

Connect Card 
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we 
live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 
Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts. Clear away our confusion, and demolish our 
doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and our desire to 
live according to your will. 
Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who sneer 
at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all hate and persecution.    
Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 
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Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help 
them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and 
lasting joy. Move more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel. 
Mold us and embolden us to be good examples for our youth.  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are 
afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort 
any who miss someone they loved. 
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help them when we can. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions 
 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us 
patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, 
prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever. 
Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

Offering 
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page. 

Musical Offering  
 

  
QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION  

† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness? 
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me? 
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament? 
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life? 
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)?  
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.  

For further examination questions, see page 295 of the blue hymnal.        
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The Sacrament 
 

Stand 

Preface CW 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 
Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 
him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 
from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 
glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 

Distribution & Hymns 798 I Lay My Sins on Jesus 
 660 Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face 
 

Stand 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 787 God Who Made the Earth and Heaven 
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Take Home/Bible Study Questions 
 
1.     This set of readings has a bit of graphic imagery in it about both heaven and hell.  

a.     First, how is each place described, according to these readings?  

 
b.     Second, what does each description do to you?  

 
2.     In a way, these readings speak about how the Kingdom of God is both inclusive and 

exclusive. Discuss what that means, first of all. Then, look at the following passages and 
identify whether each is talking about heaven’s inclusiveness, exclusiveness, or both. 
a.     Psalm 72:8-11 –  
 

b.     Isaiah 56:3-5 –  
 

c.     John 3:16 –  
 

d.     John 10:7-9 –  
 

e.     John 14:6 –  
 

f.      Acts 4:11-12 –  
 

g.     Romans 3:21-24 –  
 

h.     2 Corinthians 5:14 –  
 

3.    The question in Luke 13:23 has not gone away over the millennia. There are hints of doubt 
and perhaps even accusation behind it—“Can this really be? Why is it that way? That 
doesn’t seem right.” How does Jesus answer the question? How does that inform us as to 
how we should handle our “unanswerable” questions? 

 
 

 
4.    What are some ways for us as confessional Lutherans in midwestern America to do 

everything we can to ensure that we are not focusing on things that will lead to the 
terrifying conclusion of Luke 13:27, in which Jesus says, “I don’t know where you come 
from. Depart from me, all you evildoers.”? 
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News & Announcements 
 

This Sunday’s Bible Study: 
Sermon Deep Dive  

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM 
For the google meet link, contact a pastor. 

School Starts on Wednesday 

Come support the staff and students at St. Paul’s Lutheran School as they start their school year. 
The opening worship service is this Wednesday at 9:00 am. You are also invited to the weekly 
chapel services which begin at 8:55 am each Wednesday. Our school depends on volunteers. 
Visits stpaulswr.org/school to see the many ways you can help this ministry. 

Are you new to our church? Aug. 31 | 6:30 PM 

Foundations of the Christian Faith is twelve lessons covering the basics of Christianity and what 
we believe and teach at St. Paul’s. The classes will be held on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm through 
mid-November. Classes begin August 31. 

Monday Night Worship Ending 

Beginning in September, we will no longer offer worship services on Monday nights. If you 
cannot attend on Sunday, please take advantage of our online option (stpaulswr.org/watch). See 
the article in our monthly newsletter for information about this change. 

Women Study the Psalms 

Join Women Walking in the Word as they resume their study of the book of Psalms. The group 
meets in the Resource Center on Tuesdays at 9:45 AM. 

SPYs Kickoff Aug. 28 | 12:00 PM 

Next Sunday, St. Paul’s Youth (SPYs) will have their first meeting of the school year.  High school 
age student are invited to the cafeteria for a quick lunch, followed by a Bible study, planning 
meeting, and some open gym time!  Come for food, fellowship and fun! 

Seeking Sunday School Teachers 

Share the truths of scripture with children ranging from 3K to 6th grade through familiar Bible 
accounts and fun activities. You would serve in rotation with other teachers. Classes begin Sept. 
11. To volunteer, please contact Darci Nowak at 715-316-8250.  
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Calendar August 21-28 
 
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship    
 9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
 10:30 AM Worship   
  

Monday 6:30 PM Worship 
 

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
 9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word 
 6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center 
 

Wednesday 9:00 AM  Opening School Service  
 

Thursday  7:00 AM Men’s Small Group  at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
   

Sunday     8:00 AM Worship 
 9:15 AM Bible Study  
 10:30 AM Worship  
 12:00 pm St. Paul’s Youth (SPYs) in the cafeteria 

 
Attendance & Offering Report   

Last Week’s Attendance:  224 

Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 124,352 
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 95,480 

Mortgage Balance $1,108,101 

Upcoming Events 
Aug. 24 ~ First Day of School at St. Paul’s 
Aug. 29 ~ First Day of School at NLHS 
Aug. 31 ~ Foundations of the Christian Faith 

 
 

  
Special Prayers This Week: 
• Faith Haferman celebrated her 76th birthday on Aug. 17 

• Abi DeWilde & Tyler Tesch were united in marriage on Saturday 

• Martha Peronto, Tom’s mother, is nearing the end of her life. 

•   

Wednesdays  

at 6:30 PM 

Begins Aug. 31 
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